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ommenting on the progress
during the first weeks of the
Russian-Ukrainian conflict in
the April editorial we obser-
ved how the unspeakable neo-Soviet
designs of the Kremlin leader could
only be effectively opposed by a com-
bination of three factors: the prolon-
ged resistance of the Ukrainian armed
forces, increasingly invasive internatio-
nal economic / financial pressure and
the emergence of internal opposition
movements on Russian territory.

A month later, the first condition ap-
pears to have been met, as the beha-
viour of the military (and, indeed, of
the entire population) in every part
of Ukrainian territory is simply heroic.
Not even the indiscriminate bombings
of civilian targets, the brutal massa-
cres perpetrated by Russian troops
in contempt of any sense of humanity
nor the power relations inexorably un-
favourable to the defenders, seem in
fact capable of undermining their mo-
rale and the determination to fend off
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the invaders. To this end, overcoming
often lacerating conflicts of conscien-
ce, the “"West"” has taken upon itself
to equip the armed forces of Kiev with
ever more sophisticated, efficient and
“offensive” weapon systems. In a mo-
dern reinterpretation of the historic
duel, it is in fact widespread opinion
that only a highly technological sling,
of the very latest generation, will allow
David / Zelensky to face the challenge
with Goliath / Putin with some chance
of success.

With regard to the second, we have the
continued unity of the United States
and the European Union in hitting the
“Russian system” with ever more ex-
tensive and intrusive economic / com-
mercial / financial sanctions, aimed
both at large industrial and banking
structures and at the private sphere
of oligarchs and other figures not far
from power.

To be continued on page 8...
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Peace is
forged
together

THE EU ADHERES TO THE MARIA DOLENS

MEMORANDUM

he EU adheres to the Maria

Dolens Memorandum Eu-

rope Day means Peace Day,

since the two are closely lin-
ked and have been from the begin-
ning, ever since that distant, but not
too far 1950, when the Second Wor-
ld War had recently ended and in all
the chancelleries of the old continent
there was the risk of falling back into
a global conflict.

On 9 May of that year, in Paris, the press
was convened for six in the evening at
the Quai d'Orsay. A communication of
the utmost importance was planned.

The first words of the speech by
the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Robert Schuman, were enough
to understand that it would be a
date to remember. «World Peace
could not be safeguarded without
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creative initiatives at the height
of the dangers that threaten us.
By pooling certain basic areas of
production and establishing a new
High Authority whose decisions
will be binding for France, Ger-
many and the countries that join
them, the first concrete founda-
tions of a European federation in-
dispensable for safeguarding Pea-
ce will be created». In essence, the
idea was to set up a supranational
institution with which to entrust
the management of those raw ma-
terials which at the time were the
prerequisite of any military power:
coal and steel. That date is still ce-
lebrated today in Brussels, while
the Council of Europe celebrates
the anniversary of its establish-
ment in 1949 on May 5 with the
same purposes.

The European flag is the hundre-
dth to be raised at the Rovereto
Peace Bell, set for 9 May. The mo-
ment could not be more tragic, but
neither could it be better suited to
remembering that we are working
against war even before missi-
les are launched and anti-aircraft
alarms begin to tear the hearts
and ears of the civilian population.
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Moreover, already in the first sentence of the in-
troduction to the EU Charter of Fundamental Ri-
ghts, proclaimed on 7 December 2000 in Nice and
adopted on 12 December 2007 in Strasbourg, itis
clarified that «the populations of Europe, in crea-
ting an ever-closer union, have decided to share a
future of Peace». But not only that, «the Union is
founded on the indivisible and universal values of
human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity».
Furthermore, «the principle of democracy and
the principle of the rule of law, places the person
at the centre of its action by establishing Union
citizenship and creating an area of freedom, se-
curity and justice».

The path is clear, the objectives precise, it is a
question of working consistently. As is the case
with the «We are Europa Festival», for example,
from 13 to 14 May in Trento, and in particular the
Bell on 9 May, with the integration of the Euro-
pean Union to its Peace Memorandum. Together
with the Foundation President, Marco Marsilli,
and local and international authorities, hundreds
of students will arrive in front of Maria Dolens,
students who have approached the event in dif-
ferent ways, but have all been able to deepen
the meaning of the anniversary. Three groups of
schools are involved, each with a different goal.
The first is part of the so-called «Ambassadors
Project», organized together with the Fondazio-
ne Antonio Megalizzi (Antonio Megalizzi Founda-
tion), in which the children will simulate the work
of a Parliament, covering the roles of deputies,
journalists, technicians and even lobbyists. One
way to understand how politics works, to avoid
trivialization and not give in to the temptation
to assume that “politicians are all the same”.
Another group, made up of international studen-
ts, was able to follow an innovative educational
program relative to citizenship education, thanks
to the Jean Monnet European Centre of Excel-
lence established by the University of Trento. Ro-
vereto schools representing the territory will also
be involved. To students and adults alike, actors
will depict the lives of the founding fathers of the
Union. The accession ceremony will then follow
in which Michele Nicoletti, president of the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in
2018 will be present alongside President Marsilli.

La Campana dei Caduti
e il Raduno degli Alpini
a San Marino

Listening to the notes of the European anthem,
while the flag is raised, will provide you with the
opportunity to reflect on the fact that nothing is
taken for granted, nothing is free, that someone
before us has earned peace and that a united Eu-
rope is the only tool that we have with which to
keep this peace.
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Culture and
territory

INTERVIEW WITH THE HISTORIAN MICHELE CANONICA

ometimes it's mainly a que-

stion of volume. Saying the

same things in a different

tone can make all the diffe-
rence, because there is a dialecti-
cal link between quantity and qua-
lity. This was explained by Michele
Canonica, historian, columnist and
president of the Rome commit-
tee of the Dante Alighieri Society,
after having been head of the Paris
committee for some time. The oc-
casion was the conference held on
April 8 at the Rovereto Peace Bell
and focused on the theme «1922-
2022. The “unredeemed lands” one
hundred years after the ‘March on
Rome'».

It is a touchy subject, as with all
topics in history that concern a
not-too-distant period, and some-
times, even what is happening in
the present day. It all started with
romanticism, when «the idea of at-
tributing a collective psychology

to a population leads to the poli-
tical will to unify territories that
refer to a specific culture in the
same nation». This, says Canonica,
who after the meeting answered a
series of questions, «occurred in
Italy, and beyond, at the turn of
the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies. Irredentism was in fact one
of the assets flaunted by the Li-
berals before the First World War.
For statesmen of Risorgimento
extraction, the conflict represen-
ted an effective tool with which to
conquer the territories that were
not yet part of the ‘Nation’».

But how does fascism fit into this
perspective?

By riding on the discontent from
the so-called "mutilated victory”,
that is, the failure to meet the ter-
ritorial requests of Rome. Many
Italians were exasperated because
they saw ex-combatants mistre-
ated and would have liked more
respect for the effort made to
win the First World War after the
disaster in Caporetto. There is a
conjunction of various factors that
stoke the fire of fascist propagan-
da, and many firmly believed that
Mussolini could have conquered
territories linked to Italy on a cul-
tural level and even outside the
borders. Thus, an environment was
created which was favourable to
the affirmation of the dictatorship.

If this is the point of contact between
Risorgimento irredentism and fascism,
what are the main differences?

== fondazione Campana dei Caduti

Michele Canonica

The fascists insert a degree of an-
ger, violence and propaganda rheto-
ric that never existed in the cautious
figures of Italian liberal politics.
The level of “volume"” also led to a
qualitative difference in action. But
everything was based on the fascist
promise to maintain stability, also
because the Bolshevik revolution
had aroused many fears. Mussoli-
ni seemed to have a pragmatically
operative program, even though in
the years of the dictatorship he did
not achieve great results in expan-
ding the Italian presence in Europe
and devoted himself to colonial con-
quests. But at the time of the ‘March
on Rome' he seemed like a man who
had the ability to actively intervene
with a resolute tone and way of pre-
senting himself that appealed to the
average Italian. Also, for this reason,
the decision of Vittorio Emanuele
IIT not to proclaim a state of siege
in the face of fascist provocations,
opening the way for the regime, was
received positively by the popula-
tion.

Can irredentism be considered a
perspective from which to look at
Italian history?

Perhaps this is a bit too much, but it
was certainly an important compo-
nent, especially in Trentino and Alto
Adige, where tensions have signifi-
cantly dropped in recent decades.
Many see a model of collaboration
in these areas between populations
of different languages, cultures and
sensibilities.
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There is no doubt that between Tren-
tino and Alto Adige there are diffe-
rences in terms of collective psycho-
logy, but they are differences that
have found a relatively harmonious
conciliation.

How can this perspective help us un-
derstand the present?

A CONFERENCE ON
DON SILVIO FRANCH

On 27 May a conference will be
held at the Foundation by Ales-
sandro Martinelli on Don Silvio
Franch, who died twenty-one ye-
ars ago. Born in Cloz on February
22, 1932 and ordained a priest
in Trento on March 14, 1959, he
worked all his life for dialogue, in
particular as a bishop's delega-
te for Ecumenism, Interreligious
Dialogue and Culture. Secretary
and associate to Don Silvio sin-
ce 1987, Martinelli took over the
direction of the Centro Bernardo
Clesio (Bernardo Clesio Centre)
in 2001 and of the Centro Dio-
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The deep feelings of a population
must always be taken into conside-
ration.

Even when we don't share them. If
we look at the war in Ukraine, for
example, we are faced with two
communities that have a different
perception of themselves.

cesano per l'Ecumenismo e |l
Dialogo Interreligioso (Diocesan
Centre for Ecumenism and Inter-
religious Dialogue) in 2008. Since
April 2018 he has been the point
of reference for the diocesan
‘Caritas’ charity and administra-
tor of the Fondazione Comunita
Solidale (Solidarity Communi-
ty Foundation). «Preserving the
memory - he emphasizes, anti-

cipating the themes of the con-
ference - means continuously
repositioning ourselves in the
now while maintaining faith in the
sense that Don Silvio has always
inspired in us. A lofty, profound,
demanding sense of life.

The fascists pursued
shared objectives by
inserting a degree of
violence that had never
existed in the proponents
of liberal politics

Ukrainians claim a difference from
which derives a request for au-
tonomy while the Russian regime
makes claims on its neighbouring
country, considering Kiev a piece
of the so-called Great Russia. In
some ways it is irredentism: “We do
not want Westerners with the help
of NATO and the EU to occupy a
land that is ours and therefore we
have not waged a war, but a special
military operation”, they argue in
Moscow. It is not a question of sha-
ring, but rather of understanding
what is happening in order to find a
way to overcome the crisis.
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HAPPENING AT THE UN

There
was ho
need for
war

RUSSIA SUSPENDED BY THE
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

n April 7, the United Nations General Assem-

bly approved the suspension of Russia from

the Human Rights Council with 93 votes in

favour, 24 against and 58 abstentions, due to
«the serious and systematic violations and abuses» com-
mitted in Ukraine. The Russian Deputy Ambassador to
the UN, Gennady Kuzmin, called the vote «a politically
motivated illegitimate initiative». Illegitimate, as a criti-
cism, of course, but from what should an expulsion from
such an organization be motivated if not a political deci-
sion? The question we should ask ourselves is what Mo-
scow has been doing for almost two years in a Council in
which to enter one must have made a contribution to the
promotion and protection of human rights.

According to data from Amnesty International in 2021,
and therefore before the attack on Ukraine, the rights
to freedom of expression, association and peaceful as-
sembly were regularly violated in Putin's country. Public
assemblies organized by political opposition were almost
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completely banned. Laws on “foreign agents” and “un-
desirable organizations” were widely used to suppress
dissent. Threats and attacks were aimed at journali-
sts and activists. Torture and ill-treatment in places of
detention remained endemic and judicial proceedings
against perpetrators were rare. Enforced disappearan-
ces were reported in Chechnya. The authorities failed
to address the problem of domestic violence. The LGBT
population continued to face discrimination and arbi-
trary deportations of refugees and asylum seekers con-
tinued.

War was not needed to expel Russia from the Commit-
tee, but moreover how can you entrust a country with
this curriculum with a role in monitoring the protection
of human rights in the world?

The last time such a suspension was approved was in
2011, when the measure was taken against Libya as a
result of violence against demonstrators by forces loyal
to the then President Muammar Gaddafi. In fact, initia-
tives such as that of April 7 are rare at the UN yet, con-
sidering the requisites required to become a member of
the Council, one would expect them to be placed more
often on the agenda of the General Assembly.

The organisation still includes
other countries that do not

fully comply with the principles
they are obliged to protect

Russia is not the only presence on the Committee that
is difficult to justify. One wonders for example, how the
election of Venezuela was possible, which certainly does
not shine out of respect for human rights. The same
doubts could be raised concerning Somalia, at war sin-
ce 1991, dismembered, partly under the control of the
jihadist group al Shabaab, or for that matter Sudan,
where ethnic conflict is extremely high, coups d'état
follow one after the other and protests by the people
are repressed. We could go on, but the conclusion would
always be the same: it is difficult to denounce violations
of human rights for an organisation in which nations that
do not fully apply the principles they are obliged to de-
fend remain members. It is therefore understandable
why Russia was not expelled by a unanimous vote.

Perhaps it is time to demand respect for human rights,
even in times of peace, at least from the countries called
to protect them.
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Consecration
of the Bell

May 24, 1925: Ceremony of consecration of Maria Dolens and arrival in Rovereto of Her Majesty the Queen Mother,
Margherita of Savoy

May 8, 1998: Second Children's Congress at the Rovereto Peace Bell
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If, for Washington, the unofficially de-
clared will to provoke a regime change in
the Kremlin, associated with an almost
non-existent relapse on the national le-
vel of the blocking of trade with Russia,
makes this line of stringency not too un-
comfortable, the case for Europe is very
different. Brussels, now in its fifth series
of sanctions, still hesitates to include the
two main sources of “income” for Rus-
sia in this list, which are gas and oil (coal
will instead be hit starting from the sum-
mer). In fact, it seems almost certain
that, in the event of their application,
very serious repercussions would arise
for a certain number of Member States
(Italy and Germany at the top of the list),
both at the level of their various systems
of production and for the “civil” needs of
their citizens. It should then be conside-
red how a series of important extra-Eu-
ropean G20 countries (China, India,
South Africa and Brazil among others) in
addition to refraining from the political
condemnation of Russian aggression at
the UN, continue along the lines of bu-
siness as usual, seizing the opportunity
(and this is especially the case of Beijing)
for the lucrative role of privileged part-
ner with Moscow.

Moving on to the third and final factor, it
is necessary to recognize how, on the do-
mestic level, President Putin's populari-
ty ratings continue to remain high, a fact
confirmed by the only Russian “indepen-
dent” survey body, the “Levada Center".
This, despite the somewhat negative
factors connected to the military ope-
rations in progress, such as the substan-
tial abandonment of the original plan to
subdue the entire Ukrainian state and, at
the same time, the substantial number
of casualties (in this regard, it is known
that their bodies are not always retur-
ned to their families for fear of negative
repercussions on the morale of the po-
pulation and the possible occurrence of
public protests). Undoubtedly, the syste-
matic closure of newspapers and critical
television stations by the Kremlin and
the rigid censorship maintained by the
regime channels on potentially distur-
bing news (such as, military failures and
losses on the ground) contribute to feed

such popularity only in an artificial way.
In any case, even in Russia the motto,
"My country, right or wrong" applied in a
nationalistic vein to various geographical
scenarios seems to meet a level of con-
sensus perhaps not entirely expected.

Support for the Russian leader by the
Orthodox clergy is undoubtedly appre-
ciated, with the Patriarch of Moscow
Kirill inclined, on several occasions, to
justify the armed intervention in the nei-
ghbouring (and brother) country which
in his view is infested by figures who he
identifies as “internal and external ene-
mies “. Commenting with us on these
statements, Father Francesco Patton,
the priest from Trentino who holds the
prestigious position of Custos of the
Holy Land in Jerusalem, observed that
the Orthodox clergy, for a long tradi-
tion subject to temporal power, cannot
be expected to act of courageous auto-
nomy in accordance with official policy.
The same goes for oligarchs, opposition
politicians and advocates of civil dissent.

How the situation will evolve and, in par-
ticular, whether mediation in the form
of diplomatic activity, capable of being
accepted by both sides, may finally be
established alongside the armed confli-
ct, remains an aspect to be verified.

On the diplomatic
front, the direct

involvement of the
super powers seems
necessary

In this last regard, out of prestige and
authority, the direct involvement of the
super powers, such as the United States,
China and, why not the European Union
itself, would seem necessary. The sub-
stantial uselessness of the “UN system”,
conditioned by the Russian veto should
however be recognized as well as the
inevitable failure of the commendable
efforts undertaken by “middleweights”,
such as Israel or Turkey.

We close with the observation that, in
Russia, the holiday of May 9 is the most
heartfelt with regard to the population,
representing the anniversary of the
end of the Second World War and the
defeat of Nazism. It is a celebration to
which, in other times and different cir-
cumstances, the rest of Europe could
ideally have joined in the unlimited grati-
tude expressed to the inhabitants of the
then USSR for having significantly con-
tributed in preventing the yoke of the
swastika from extending over our entire
continent.

It seems likely that Moscow, engaged
in a consistent concentration of its tro-
ops in the nerve centre of the Donbass
area, intends to achieve a result on the
ground by that date that can be presen-
ted for public opinion as a clear military
success and, at the same time, as a stra-
tegic justification of the “Special opera-
tion" initiated on February 24th.

Since the above date is close to the pu-
blication date of the new issue of our
magazine, we will be able to verify this
eventuality more or less “live".

Reggente Marco Marsilli, Foundation
President



